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FOREWCRD 



CoBBuuity college education is the most rapidly ej^anding program 

in Washington State. With this sudden powth has come an increasing 

demand for more factual informaUon about emrallments, characteristics 

of the students attending and other statewide and individual college 
figures, 

« t 

Since 1962 the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
has greatly intensified its efforts to provide this infonnation. 

Through the combined efforts of personnel in Research and in Data 
Processing, much has been accomplished. This report represents a 
continuing concern for accurate and up-to-date data about the students 
who attend our community colleges. It is the first part of a two-year 
study, partly supported by the Cooperative Rssearch Branch of the 
U. S. Office of Education, entitled: Attrition Among 
Sj;,Tidents in Washington State (#S-01l), 

We trust you will find this report informative and helpful. 



LOUIS BRUNO 

State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction 
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INTRODUCTION 



The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in cooperation 
with the Vfeshington Association of Community Colleges, has initiated a two-year 
study of "Attrition Among Full-Time Students in Community Colleges.” The focus 
of the study is on the student at the time he or she leaves the community 
college. Special attention will be given to (l) length of time enrolled, 

(2) reasons for leaving, and (3) degree to which educational goals are satisfied 
by the community college program. The study population has been defined as all 
full-time students (10+ credit hours) enrolled in the 15 community colleges for 
the Fall Quarter, 196/I-. 



The first phase of the study involved the compilation of data descriptive 
of the population under investigation. This research report is an outgrowth of 
that effort. Included in the following pages are; 

A. Descriptions of statewide enrollment characteristics based on 
sex, age, full- or part-time status, and student type (academic, 
vocational, community service or adult education). 

B. Comparisons of full- and part-time students, by sex, in regard 
to leg'^’l residence, distance traveled to school, recency of 
high school attendance, previous college attendance, and plans 
for enrollment next quarter. 

C. Tables showing enrollment of full- and part-time students, by 
sex, age groups, and student types for each of the 15 existing 
community colleges. 

D. SuiTimary; A description of enrollment characteristics at a 
hypothetical or "typical" Washington Community College based 
on the composite enrollment of the 15 existing colleges. 
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A. STATEWIDE ENR0LII4ENT CHARACTERISTICS 

Washington's 15 community colleges enrolled 30,951 students for a total 
of 315 , 014.1 hours of credit in the Fall Quarter, 1964. Of the total number 
of credit hours, 8?.^ were in "Academic” courses, 12 . 3 ^ in "Vocational" 
courses and the remainder (0.^) in courses classified as "Adult Education" 
or "Community Service." Further analysis of enrollment data received by the 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction has revealed information 
which more completely describes the community college population and, by 
inference, the nature of the community college program. 

For purposes of this report, community college students in Washington 
have been categorized according to the characteristics shown- in Table 1. 

The classification of students as "Academic," "Vocational," or "Adult 

£.ducation and Community Service," is based upon official designation of courses 
for reimbursement purposes.^ 



1 * 

The various course offerings are classified and reported by the colleges 

according to the following definitions; 

Academic or general_education courses are those for which 
degree or transfer credit is granted. 

b. An approved v ocational course is one for which the State 
Board for Vocational Education Form 1 approval has been 
received or is reasonably assured. 

An adult e ducation course is one approved by the State 
Board of Education for state support but gi’ants neither 
degree nor transfer credit. 

^ community service course is one in any one of the following 
categories! 

I « 

( 1 ) A course ruled ineligible for state apportionment by 
the State Board of Education. 

(2) Any course for which regular tuition is not collected 
as provided in State Board regulations. 

(3) A course for which a student enrolls as an auditor. 
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TABLE 1 

CATEGORIES OF COMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS AND 
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT IN EACH CATEGORY 

(Fall Quarter 1964) 



Character- 

istic 


Category 


Definition 


Per Cent 
in Category 


Sex 


Male 

Female 




63,1^ 

36,9^ 


Enrollment 


Full time 
Part time 


- Students enrolled for 10 credit hours or 
more (hrs, rounded to nearest whole hrs,) 

- Students enrolled for less than 10 credit 
hours 


60 . 8 ^ 

39.2^ 

106,0% 


Student 

Type 


Academic 

Vocational 

Adult Educ, 

& 

Comm, Serv, 


- Students whose enrollment includes a 
majority of academic hours’*' 

- Students whose enrollment includes a 
majority of vocational hours^'- 

- Students whose enrollment includes a 
majority of adult education and/or 
community service hours 


76 . 5 ^ 

100.0^ 


Age Groups 


Under 22 


- Students who will not attain the age of 
22 in 1964, (Determined by reported birth 
year^ In effect, students under about 
21.75 years at Fall registration time,) 


59.8SS 




22 to 30 


- Student age 22 to 30 incl, (21,75 to 30,75) 


17.9i5 




Over 30 
Age not 


- Students over age 30 (30,75) 






Reported 


- Students for whom age data is not available 


5.955 

100,0% 



Of all students classified as "academic” on this basis, 92.9$^ are carrying academic 
hours exclusively. Of all students classified as "vocational" on this basis, 83,952 
are carrpng vocational hours exclusively. Only 8,?^ of the students carry a 
combination load. 
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Although "Acad&mic" courses are, by definition', those courses for which 
degree or transfer credits are given, enrollment in such courses must not be 
construed to mean degree or transfer intent on the part of the student. It 
may be assumed that a substantial, though unknown, portion of the "Academic” 
enrollment is by students with immediate vocational goals in courses with 
definite vocational application. Many such coui'ses do not meet the exacting 
standards for "approved vocational" status. The classification of students 
used in this report may, therefore, be misleading. The reader is warned 

against the assumption that all "Academic” students have baccalaureate degree 
goals. 

Full-time students have been defined, for purposes of the "Attrition Study,” 

as those students enrolled for 10 or more credit hours. This student load 

was judged by the investigators to represent primary commitment to an educational 
goal. 

Table 2 contains the statewide enrollment totals in a four-way tabulation 
generated by combining the four characteristics used to classify students. 

This is the basic tabulation from which further comparisons and descriptions 

were drawn. Similar tables for each of the I 5 community colleges are to be 
found in Part C of this report. 



o 






TABLE 2 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENROLLMENT SHa^ING FULL AND PART TIME STUDENTS 

BY SEX, AGE GROUP AND STUDENT TYPE 
(Fall Quarter 1964) 



(■/ 
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Table 3 shows the enrollment patterns for each college in terms of the percent- 
age of the total student population in each of five enrollment categories: Full-Time 
Academic; Full-Time Vocational; Part-Time Academic; Part-Time Vocational; and Part- 
Time Community Service and Adult Education, In addition, Table 3 includes, for each 
college, the percentages of the total enrollment who attend full time and part time, 
and the percentages in each type of program. 

Inspection of Table 3 reveals considerable variation in enrollment patterns 
among the colleges. This, in turn, reflects variation in cu-riculum offerings. 

It should be noted at this point that the last two colleges listed on the extreme 
right, Spokane and Shoreline, were the most recently established and were still in 
the process of developing facilities and programs. As such, their enrollment 
patterns differ markedly from the other colleges, 

''jnong the remaining I3 colleges, the percentage of full-time academic 
students ranged from 73*3^ at Centralia to 36.8^ at Lower Columbia, with a median 
of 50.5% at Peninsula. The percentage of full-time vocational students ranged 
from a high of 13»2^ at Columbia Basin to a low of 3»^^ at Olympic (excluding 
Highline which has been operating without facilities that allow the development 
of full-time vocational programs). The median percentage of full-time vocational 
students was 6,6^ at Grays Harbor, 

The percentage of students classified as part time ranged from at 

Lower Columbia, which has the most extensive part-time vocational enrollment, to 
18,7^ at Centralia, The median percent of part-time students was 39*65^ at 
Columbia Basin, 

Community Service and Adult Education students accounted for 5.1^ of the 
student population at Highline College, Peninsula College listed no student 
whose enrollment was primarily in this area. 
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from 100.0^ due to rounding 



Available data allow the comparison of five significant enrollment groups 

among community college students: ( 1 ) Full-time acadefaic students, ( 2 ) Full-time 

vocational students, ( 3 ) Part-time academic students, ( 4 ) Part-time vocational 

students and ( 5 ) Part-time community service and adult education students. 

Previous reference in Table 3 revealed the percent of the ^statewide student popula- 

» 

tion in each of these groups. 

Table k contains .the sex and age group distributions, in percents, for each 
of the five enrollment groups. 



TABLE ^ 

SEX AND AGE GROUP DISTRIBUTIONS FOR FIVE ENROLLMENT GROUPS 

BY PERCENTS 





Full Time 
Academic 


Full Time 
Vocational 


Part Time 
Academic 


Part Time 
Vocational 


Part Time 
CS AE 


All 

Students 


Sex 














^ Male 


70.7 


67.0 


53.7 


53.0 


29.1 


63.1^ 


^ Female 


29.3 


33.0 


46.3 


-!(. 7.0 


70.9 


36.9^ 




ioa.oi« 


100 . 0 ^ 


100. 05^ 


100. 05^ 


100. 05^ 


100. 05^ 


Age 














^ Under 22 


85.1 


66.9 


30.7 


14.2 


13.1 


59.855 


il> 22 . to 30 


11.1 


17.4 


27.7 


28.2 


21.5 


17.955 


5 ^ Over 30 


2.3 


14.5 


31.3 


40.1 


:?B .7 


l 6 .ii^ 


^ Unknown 


1.5 


1.2 


10.3 


17.5 


6.7 




• 


100.05^ 


100. 05^ 


100. o$g 


100. 05S 


100. o^g 


100.055 



In general, Table 4 shows ey.pected enrollment patterns « Vocational students 
tend to be older than Acauemic students. Part-time students tend to be older 
than full-time students. Full-time students show a predominance of males, while 
the female enrollment almost equals the males among part-time students. Almost 
60^ of the Community Service and Adult Education students are over 30 years of 
age, and 70.9^ are female. 

In a more detailed analysis of age distribution, the medians and 1st and 3rd 
quartiles were derived for full- and part-time students, male and female. Table 5 
contains the results of that analysis. 



TABLE 5 

MEDIANS, Isi. AND 3rd QUARTILES OF AGE DISTRIBUTIONS 
FOR FULL TIME AND PART TIME STUDENTS, BY SEX 





Median 

Age 


1st Quartile 
Age 


3rd Quartile 
Age 


Interquartile 

Range 


Full Time 










Male 


19.51 yrs. 


18.59 yrs. 


20.85 yrs. 


2.26 yrs. 


Female 


18.95 yrs. 


18.30 yrs. 


19.89 yrs. 


1.59 yrs. 


Part Time 










Male 


25.63 yrs. 


21.17 yrs. 


« 34.69 yrs. 


13.52 yrs. 


Female 


31.88 yrs. 


22.02 yrs. 


42.41 yrs. 


20,39 yrs. 



The 1st and 3rd quartile figures and the difference between the two, called 
interquartile range, are indications of the degree of dispersion and the shape 
of the age distributions. For example, the median age of full-time male students 
is 19 .51 years, indicating that half of that group are above that age and half below. 



The 1st and 3rd quartile figures show that the middle 505 S of the age distri- 
butions of full-time males fall in iiie 2.26 year range between 18.59 and 20.85 
years. 

•Among full-time students the median age of females is lower than that of 
males and for both sexes the interquartile range (age range of the, middle 50 ^ 
of the distribution) is quite narrow. However, for part-time students the 
medxan age of females is considerably higher than that of males. For both 
sexes the age dispersion, as indicated by interquartile range, is much greater 
for part-time than for full-time students. As mentioned previously, there are 
more females in the higher age groups. 



B. OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME STUDENTS 



In addition to the classification of students into age groups and student 
types (academic, vocational, etc.)> the enrollment reports allow the analysis 
of other pertinent characteristics. As part of routine enrollment procedures, 
each student was asked to respond to the following items: 

a. Are you a legal resident of the State of Washington? 

b. Daily one-way travel distance to school (approximate). 

c. Year last attended high school. 

d. Is this your first enrollment in any college? 

e. Is this your first quarter in this college? 

f. Do you intend to enter a 4-year college? 

g. Do you intend to enroll in this college next quarter? 

Responses to each of these items have been tabulated for full-time and 
part-time students, by sex. 

Legal Residence 

Table 6 shows the percent of students in each category who are legal residents 
of Washington. More than 96)9 of all students are residents of Washington. 



TABLE 6 

PERCENTAGE OF FULL TIME and PART TIME STUDENTS WHO 
ARE LEGAL RESIDENTS OF WASHINGTON, BY SEX 





Full Time 


Part Time 


Total 


Male 


95 . 16^ 


95 . 7 lf» 


95-M 


Female 


96.92^ 


98.2355 


97.5956 


Total 


95.6856 


96.925s 


96.1756 



o 
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Percentages for full-time and part-time, male and female students are 
nearly equal. 

Of 118^#. nonresident students, 46l were enrolled at Clar2c or Lower Columbia 
which are located on the Columbia River bordering Oregon. Another 223 nonresi- 
dents were attending Olympic College in Bremerton. The remaining 500 are 
scattered throughout the other 12 colleges. 

(^e^Way Travel Distance to School 

Table 7 shows the median distance traveled to school by full- and part-time 
students of each sex. The last entry in the lower right-hand coll-of the table 
shows a median of 5.0 miles for all students. This means that one-half of the 
community college students travel less than 5 miles to school. Full-time 

students travel farther to school than part-time students. Males travel farther 
than females. 



TABLE 7 

MEDIAN ONE-WAY TRAVEL DISTANCE TO COLLEGE: 

FULL TIME AND PART TIME STUDENTS, MALE AND FEMALE 





Full Time 


Part Time 


Total 


Male 


5*8 miles 


5»^ miles 


5»7 miles 


Female 


4.7 miles 


4.1 miles 


4.3 miles 


Total 


5*5 miles 


4.5 miles 


5*0 miles 



Further computations indicated that 15.25g of all community college students, 
including some 19.^ of the full-time students and 8.7?^ of the part-time students, 
travel 20 miles or more to college. 
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Recency_jc)f High School Attendance 



Table 8 contains the percentages of full- and part-time students whose most 

recent hi^ school attendance was (l) in the past two years, and (2) in the past 
four years. 



TABLE 8 

HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE PAST 2 YEARS, 4 YEARS, 
AS PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER ENROLLED FULL AND PART TIME 





Full Time 


Part Time 


Total 


Percent in high school 








in past 2 years 


66.755 


12.455 


45.455 


Percent in high school 








in past 4 years ' 


84.455 


22.455 


60.155 



This table shows the most extreme differences between full- and part-time 
student populations. Two-thirds of the full-time students and only about 1/8 
of the part-time students were in high school in the past two years. More 
than 5/6 of the full-time students, and less than l/4 of the part-time students 
were in high school in the past four years. 

First Enrollment in Any College 

Approximately 42^ of the students enrolled in the community colleges for 
the Fall Quarter, 1964, were in college for the first time. 

Table 9 records the percentages of male and female, full- and part-time 
students who were attending college for the first time. 
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TABLE 9 

PERCENT OF STUDENTS ATTENDING COLLEGE FOR THE FIRST TIME 



Full Time 



Part Time 



Total 



Male 




40.7^ 



Female 



35. 8f. 



44 . 5 ^ 



Total 



47.6^ 



33.6^S 



42.15S 



Nearly l/2 of the full-time students ^ and about I/3 of the part-time students, 
were having their initial college experience. More women than men, especially 
among full-time students, were first- time enrollees. 

First Quarter in This College 

Of the 30*951 students enrolled, 16,701 (54^) indicated that the Fall Quarter, 
1964, was their first quarter of enrollment in the pa?.'ticular college they x\rere 
attending. These include the 13*032 students for whom this enrollment was their 
first time in ar^ college, plus 3669 (22^ of the "new” students) who had attended 
college elsewhere sometime prior to this enrollment. 

Plans To Enroll in the Same College Next Quarter 

Students enrolling for the Fall Quarter, 1964, were asked to state wheidier 
or not they intended to continue in the same school the’ following qua^’ter. In 
response to this question, 77 . 7 ^ of all students, including 90.9^ of the full-time 
students and 57.1^ of the part-time students, answered "yes." Among full-time 
students, about equal proportions of males and of females answered '‘yes." 

Among part-tme students, only 50.9^ of the females indicated intent to enroll 
for the next quarter. Evidently, about l/2 of the females attending part time 
have indefinite plans for continuing education. 



o 
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Four^Year College Intent 



All students enrolled were asked to answer the question, “Do you intend to 
enter a four-year college? “ TalxLe 10 shows the percent of full- and part-time 
students, male and female, who responded "yes” to that question. 



TABLE 10 

PERCENT OF STUDENTS DECLARING INTENT TO ENTER A FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE 





Full Time 


Part Time 


Total 


Male 


87.1^ 


37 . 6 ^ 


78.2^ 


Female 


70.14 


18.^ 


44.1^ 


Total 


82.2$^ 


28 . 6 ^ 


61 . 2 ^ 



A significantly higher proportion of males than females declared four-year 
college intent, presumably with baccalaureate degree goals. 

Although, as reported earlier, 8?.^ of the total credit hour enrollment 
was in “Academic" courses, and 76.5^ of the students were classified as 
Academic students," only 61.2^ of the persons served by Washington *s com- 
munity colleges indicated that they intend to enter a four-year college in the 
future. This is further evidence that a portion of the academic enrollment is, 
perhaps, vocationally oriented. 
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The Recent High School Graduates 



Of special interest is the group of 8641 students who were members of 
the most recent high school senior class. This group made up more than 
one-fourth (27.9^) of the 1964 Fall Quarter enrollment in community colleges. 
It may be assumed that all but a very few of these were graduating seniors 
in the Spring of 1964. 

Of this group, 7390 (85 • 5^) were enrolled as full-time academic students. 
About 78^ indicated on enrollment reports that they plan to attend a four-year 
college in the future. 
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C. TABLES 11-a THROUGH ll-o: ENROLLMENT CHARACTERISTICS 

OF THE 1 § C0MUI!J;TY COLLEGES 
FOR FALL QUARTER, 1964 



o 
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TABLE 11-a 

Big Bend Community College 
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ENROLLMENT: FULL MD FMT TIME STUDE13TS 
BY SEX, AGE GROUP AND STUDENT TYPE 
(Fall Quarter 1964) 
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TABLE 11-d 

Columbia Basin Ccanmunitv Golleee 

ENROLLMENT; FULL AI4D PART TIME STUDENTS 
BY SEX, AGE GROUP AND STUDENT TYPE 
(Fall Quarter 1964) 
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TABLE 11-k 

Shoreline Community College 
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TABLE 11-n 

Wenatchee Valley College 
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D. sm-jMjmy: a description of the student enrollment 

AT EVERGREEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(A HYPOTHETICAL COMPOSITE OF V/ASHINGTON COMMUNITY COLLEGES) 

Evergreen Coranunity College is a hypothetical composite of the community 
colleges in V/ashington based on statewide enrollment data. The college is 
located in a city of approximately 30,000 population and has an immediate 
service area population of about 80,000 within commuting distance. 

This imaginary college enrolled 2,000 students in the Fall of 1964, its 
twenty-first year of operation. Table 12 shows the number of students in each 
of several enrollment categories. 

There were 1,217 students, including 856 males and females, enrolled 
as full-time studenti',5 carrying at least 10 quarter hours for credit. 

TABLE 12 

EVERGREEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENROLLMENT 
FULL AND PART TIME STUDENTS, BY SEX AND STUDENT TYPE 





Full Time 
Students 


Part Time 
Students 


Totals 
Full and 
Part Time 
Students 




Male 


780 


229 


1,009 


Academic 


Female 


324 


198 


522 




Total 


1,104 


427 


1.531 




Male 


76 


163 


239 


Vocational 


Female 


37 


145 


182 




Total 


113 


3O8 


421 


Adult Educ. 


Male 




14 


14 


& 1 


Female 




34 


34 


Comm. Serv, 


Total 




48 


48 


All Student 


Male 


856 


406 


1,262 


T^es 


Female 


361 


377 


738 




Total 


1,217 


783 


2,000 
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Of the 2y000 students, 1,531 (including 1,009 males and 522 females) were 
“Academic students," i.e*, their enrollments were predominantly in academic 
transfer courses; However, it is likely that a substantial, though unknown, 
portion of those classified as "Academic students- are, in fact, pursuing 
immediate vocational training goalsc Another li>2l students (239 males and 182 
females) were "Vocational students", in that their enrollments were in "approved 
vocational courses." The remaining 48 enrollees (l4 males and 34 females) were 
primarily in courses cTassified as "Adult Education" or "Community Service." 

Of the 2,000 students, 1,196 were of college age (under 22 years). The 
median age of full-time students was 19*5 for males and 19«0 for females « The 
median age for part-time students was 25.6 for males and 31.9 for females. 

Only 77 of the 2,000 students were not legal residents of Washington. 

About one-half of the students were living less than 5 miles from college. 
Some 300 students travelled 20 miles or more, one way, to attend school. 

One thousand seventy-nine of the 2,000 students were new to Evergreen 
College. Of the new students, 842 were having their first experience at any 
college. This group included 558 who were from the most recent high school 
graduation class. A large majority (85.5^) of the recent high school graduates 
were enrolled as full-time academic students. 

In general, the enrollment patterns show that somewhat over half, 1,104, 
of Evergreen’s 2,000 enrollees are full-time "Academic students." As one might 
expect, "Vocational students" tend to be older and more likely to attend on a 
part-time basis. The proportion of women tends to be greater in the part time 
and bhe vocational programs as well as in the higher age groups. The young, 
recent high school graduates tend to be in academic programs with declared 
intent to attend four-year colleges in the future. 



